Friends

As we approach the AGM and prayerfully consider God’s intention for BBC from here, we’d like to recap some of the thoughts from God heart over the last few months.

Back in February, Peter McCartney, Debbie Briese and Gail Aiken shared what God had placed on their hearts. Two of these thoughts were:

· The Holy Spirit must build the church 
· We need to simplify what we are doing as a church, and come back to the heart of worship.

Since that time God has placed before us several further thoughts:
· We must allow Him to mould us on the potter’s wheel

· We should ‘Bring Him what little we have and He will multiply it!’

· We need to learn to trust Him again

· We need to ask Him - Ask and it will be given; seek and we will find; knock and the door will be opened. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened
· We are to allow the dream (God’s dream) to flourish and to dream again, only bigger!
For the 17th of June, the Streams in the Desert passage again seems to be written for us:

“Then there came a voice from above the expanse over their heads as they stood with lowered wings (Ezekiel 1:25)”
What is the significance of these words: “They stood with lowered wings”? People often ask “How can I hear the words of the Lord?” This is the secret: these “living creatures” (vs. 5) heard the voice of the Lord when they stood with lowered wings”. 

We have all seen a bird flutter its wings while standing in place. But in this verse we are told that there “came a voice as they stood with lowered wings”.  Do you ever sit, or kneel, before the Lord and yet are conscious of a fluttering in your spirit? If so you are not exhibiting a sense of genuine stillness while in His presence.” 

A dear friend told me this a few days ago, “I prayed for about a certain thing” she said “but I did not wait for the answer to come”. She did not get still enough to hear God speak but instead went away and followed her own thinking in the matter. The result proved disastrous and she was forced to retrace her steps. Oh, how much energy we waste! How much time we lose by refusing to lower the wings of our spirit and become totally quiet before Him! Imagine the calm, the rest, and the peace that will come as we wait in His presence until we hear from Him!

Then and only then we too may “speed back and forth like flashes of lightening” (v 14) going directly to wherever the Spirit would go!
At the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in 10 days time all memberships must be renewed.  Each one of us will have the opportunity to recommit to Christ’s church at BBC.  Our Constitution states that to renew membership, we must reaffirm the qualities of ‘active membership’ and these are embodied in the Membership Covenant (attached). Please read this Membership Covenant along with the statement of beliefs that are included in the Constitution. You will then be invited to sign the Covenant and renew your membership on Sunday 27 June 2010. If others wish to consider membership for the first time, please talk to us before the AGM.
At the AGM, we will also have the opportunity to affirm (or not) each person nominating to leadership positions. What we know now is that we have nominations for three elders (Dean Sawtell, Paul Bainton and Steven Mogg) and two ministry (Management Team) positions - Peter Simpfendorfer (Worship and Creative Arts) and Marion Luke (Mission and Outreach). 
Please continue to pray about the remaining ministry positions.  It may be that there are no further individual nominations for the remaining ministry  positions but that the Lord will raise up teams around the different ministry areas. As the current elders, we are still encouraging people to step forward either as individuals or in teams for Management Team positions where there are no nominations, as they are led by the Holy Spirit. This can occur at the AGM. 

Having said this, we believe that it is essential that people step forward for the Operations Manager and Treasurer roles so as to fulfil our obligations to the government and continue to operate! But this should be totally of God’s prompting. If these two positions are not filled, as a church and led by the new leadership, we will need to consider how and indeed whether we can continue as a church in our own right. 

So let us spur each other on to come before the Lord and be still, seeking to discern His voice and being confident that prayers of faith will be answered!!
Paul and Dean 

Elders
