Friends

This will be our last message to you ahead of the Annual General Meeting this coming Sunday and our last message to you as your elders in this phase of the church’s life. Please continue to pray and fast, seeking that God’s heart will be evident at our AGM.

In Church last Sunday, we shared our plan for this coming Sunday that each member would be invited to re-commit to the church this Sunday. Rather than simply ‘signing a form’ we are hoping that each person wishing to recommit, or commit to membership for the first time, would be supported in some way by others in the church including those that are not necessarily members. We are still considering how best to do this.

Also, against the backdrop of the following two passages of scripture, we invited people to identify their areas of gifting/ministry passions.

I Corinthians 12:

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 

The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honourable we treat with special honour. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it. 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

and …


1 Corinthians 13:

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

We were really encouraged as people at BBC physically stepped out, writing down their names against particular ministry areas/giftings and identifying if they had a passion for prayer [indicated by a (P)]. Today, we simply want to pass on the names of people with passions or interests in those areas. This has the potential to be a significant resource that God has placed within His church.  Where this leads we are still to see but this is an important first step. For those that were not present on Sunday, this is still a ‘work in progress’ and we can add to the list and make changes if people who have already put their names down feel their gifting is stronger in other areas.

If we were not encouraged enough at that time, Wayne then exercised his gifting, by teaching on the power of encouragement, building on his message about the power of perseverance the previous Sunday. Wayne drew to our attention the following 9 truths:

1. Real encouragement gets specific.

2. The act of coming together encourages the body - don’t easily give away your time of gathering together.

3. When words fail us, our presence with others may be comfort enough.

4. People should not have to do something to merit your encouraging words.

5. All confrontation should have the elements of comfort and encouragement in it – God wants to grow us and not smash us apart (our addition!)

6. Practice encouragement in your families.

7. Nurture each others dreams – encourage the risk takers.

8. If we want to be encouraged, we start by becoming the encourager that God wants us to be.

9. There will be times when God wants to draw us to Himself and we will not find encouragement from any other source except Him.

Let’s keep our eyes on the road ahead that God is revealing – step by step.

Paul and Dean 

Elders

INITIAL DRAFT LIST OF GIFTINGS/INTERESTS

ADMINISTRATION

	Name
	Name

	Kathy Rusin
	Dave Fairhall (IT)

	Rachel Marks
	Keith Smith

	Leanne Wakeling
	Andrew Taylor

	Jordan Sawtell
	Cathy Taylor

	Aiden Luke
	Gary Morris

	
	


CHILDREN

	Name
	Name

	Wendy N
	Ros Thackray

	Vanessa Luke
	Nerida Parker

	Deanne Smith
	Cathy Taylor

	Jordan Sawtell
	Cathy Taylor

	Dave Silberman
	

	
	


HELPS

	Name
	Name

	Dean Sawtell
	Stephanie O’Connor

	Helen Morris (P)
	Glenise Henderson

	Amanda Fulton
	Mark Thackray

	Sandra Macartney
	Keith Smith

	Rhondda Edwards (P)
	Sue Fulton

	Steve Orme
	Phil Newman

	Robyn Bourke
	Amanda Pearce

	Emma Fulton
	Phil McDonald

	Graham Stitz
	Christine Mogg

	
	


OUTREACH

	Name
	Name

	Steven Mogg
	Jess Healey

	Joel Pearce
	Jordon Antognelli

	Jeremy Bromhead
	Olivia Smith (P)

	Jordan Sawtell
	Amanda Fulton

	Cathy Taylor (Scrapbooking)
	Bronte Sawtell

	Aiden Luke
	Heather Healey

	
	


PASTORAL CARE

	Name
	Name

	Phil Newman 

(Small gp, outdoor)
	Cherie Martin

	Gail Aiken (P)
	Leanne Wakeling

	Phil & Alison McDonald
	Peter Macartney

	Dean Sawtell
	Gary & Robyn Burke

	Heather Healey
	Rhondda Edwards (P)

	Wayne Martin
	

	
	


TEACHING

	Name
	Name

	Peter Macartney
	Wayne Martin

	Gail Aiken (P)
	Debbie Briese

	Joel Pearce
	Rachel Marks

	Aiden Luke
	Graham Stitz

	
	


VISION AND PROPHETIC GIFTINGS

	Name
	Name

	Debbie Briese
	Wayne Martin (casting vision as part of teaching)

	Gail Aiken (P)
	Peter Macartney

	Paul Bainton
	

	
	


WORSHIP

	Name
	Name

	Phil Newman (clarinet)
	Adrian Marks

	Trisha Antognelli
	Gary Morris

	Jordon Antognelli
	Heidi Silberman

	Jordan Sawtell
	Cathy Taylor

	Jacinta Mayne-Grundig
	Stephanie O’Connor

	Sue Fulton
	Olivia Smith (P)

	Emilie Martin (drama)
	Wayne Martin

	Alison McDonald
	Bevan & Sally Parker

	Rhondda Edwards (P)
	Gary Bourke

	Paul Bainton
	

	
	


YOUTH

	Name
	Name

	Dean Sawtell
	Sandy Bainton

	Nathan Punch
	Jess Healey

	Jordan Sawtell
	Olivia Smith (P)

	Bronte Sawtell
	Rach Thackray

	Rhondda Edwards (P)
	Mark Thackray


